
Service Plan | Sunday 18 July

- This service is designed for use in a small group setting, so will function differently with only 1 or 2
people. Feel free to adapt it to suit.

- It will be helpful if one person leads the gathering, and introduces each section using the suggested
words, or take turns! There are some things to say together as well (in bold).

- You can access the songs and sermon by clicking on the links where they are found in the outline.

Introduction
As we meet together today, let’s begin by giving thanks to our great God and Saviour who
has called us into his church:

Gracious God, we humbly thank you
for all your gifts so freely given to us,
for life and health and safety,
for power to work, leisure to rest,
and for all that is beautiful in creation and human life.
But above all, we praise you for our Saviour, Jesus Christ,
for his death and resurrection,
for the gift of your Spirit,
and for the hope of sharing in your glory.
Fill our hearts with all joy and peace in believing;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Optional Song
Come Hear the Angels Sing - Link

Optional Kid’s Song
King of the Jungle - Link

Optional Kid’s Video (approx. 11 minutes)

Suffering (Part 1 - Why is there suffering?) - Overview with discussion Q’s

Quiz Worx Video - Link
Kids’ Activity sheets are here: Ages 2-4 | Ages 5-8 | Ages 9-12

Bible Readings
The following, or another prayer may be said before the Bible readings

Thank you, Father, that all Scripture is God-breathed,

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting

and training in righteousness.

Open our hearts to receive your word, that we may know you better

and be thoroughly equipped for every good work,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1k2KlSnsS-4
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11v5zFfrQ89r1YSLIRFQDjrnljZ8aD5iL/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LBDLNh-gPk5LEY0wcjCOb06eQgzVMKd-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AW1VDT75GrqjRDCyVsRfvOQ524b2TpPy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13_-padRNxKxVww8ruUoUxTI9tNi3GQ7V/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B2RSDZnAqpUJr3aDLDumZ6TCKzD0Q6q1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J71VosAw5pUvZgxLJ9BYJ4__cTmkaghT/view?usp=sharing


through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

1 Kings 20:22-34
22 The prophet approached the king of Israel and said to him, “Go and strengthen yourself, then
consider carefully what you should do, for in the spring the king of Aram will attack you.”
23 Now the king of Aram’s servants said to him, “Their gods are gods of the hill country. That’s why
they were stronger than we were. Instead, we should fight with them on the plain; then we will
certainly be stronger than they are. 24 Also do this: remove each king from his position and appoint
captains in their place. 25 Raise another army for yourself like the army you lost—horse for horse,
chariot for chariot—and let’s fight with them on the plain; and we will certainly be stronger than
they are.” The king listened to them and did it.
26 In the spring, Ben-hadad mobilized the Arameans and went up to Aphek to battle Israel. 27 The
Israelites mobilized, gathered supplies, and went to fight them. The Israelites camped in front of
them like two little flocks of goats, while the Arameans filled the landscape.
28 Then the man of God approached and said to the king of Israel, “This is what the LORD says:
‘Because the Arameans have said, “The LORD is a god of the mountains and not a god of the
valleys,” I will hand over all this whole huge army to you. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’”
29 They camped opposite each other for seven days. On the seventh day, the battle took place,
and the Israelites struck down the Arameans—one hundred thousand foot soldiers in one
day. 30 The ones who remained fled into the city of Aphek, and the wall fell on those twenty-seven
thousand remaining men.

Ben-hadad also fled and went into an inner room in the city. 31 His servants said to him, “Consider
this: we have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings. So let’s put sackcloth
around our waists and ropes around our heads, and let’s go out to the king of Israel. Perhaps he
will spare your life.”
32 So they dressed with sackcloth around their waists and ropes around their heads, went to the
king of Israel, and said, “Your servant Ben-hadad says, ‘Please spare my life.’”

So he said, “Is he still alive? He is my brother.”
33 Now the men were looking for a sign of hope, so they quickly picked up on this and responded,
“Yes, it is your brother Ben-hadad.”

Then he said, “Go and bring him.”

So Ben-hadad came out to him, and Ahab had him come up into the chariot. 34 Then Ben-hadad
said to him, “I restore to you the cities that my father took from your father, and you may set up
marketplaces for yourself in Damascus, like my father set up in Samaria.”

Ahab responded, “On the basis of this treaty, I release you.” So he made a treaty with him and
released him.

Acts 17:1-15
After they passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was
a Jewish synagogue. 2 As usual, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days
reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the
Messiah to suffer and rise from the dead: “This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the
Messiah.” 4 Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, including a large number of
God-fearing Greeks, as well as a number of the leading women.
5 But the Jews became jealous, and they brought together some wicked men from the
marketplace, formed a mob, and started a riot in the city. Attacking Jason’s house, they searched

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+20%3A22-34&version=CSB
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+17%3A1-15&version=CSB


for them to bring them out to the public assembly. 6 When they did not find them, they dragged
Jason and some of the brothers before the city officials, shouting, “These men who have turned
the world upside down have come here too, 7 and Jason has welcomed them. They are all acting
contrary to Caesar’s decrees, saying that there is another king—Jesus.” 8 The crowd and city
officials who heard these things were upset. 9 After taking a security bond from Jason and the
others, they released them.
10 As soon as it was night, the brothers and sisters sent Paul and Silas away to Berea. Upon
arrival, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 The people here were of more noble character
than those in Thessalonica, since they received the word with eagerness and examined the
Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 12 Consequently, many of them believed, including
a number of the prominent Greek women as well as men. 13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica
found out that the word of God had been proclaimed by Paul at Berea, they came there too,
agitating and upsetting the crowds. 14 Then the brothers and sisters immediately sent Paul away to
go to the coast, but Silas and Timothy stayed on there. 15 Those who escorted Paul brought him
as far as Athens, and after receiving instructions for Silas and Timothy to come to him as quickly
as possible, they departed.

Christian Standard Bible (CSB)
The Christian Standard Bible. Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers.

Creed
Let’s affirm together, with Christian around the world and through the ages, what it is we

believe:

We believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
We believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sermon
Dan Budd – Acts 17:1-15 - A Divisive Gospel

Optional time for discussion or reflection

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Christian-Standard-Bible-CSB/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szyx6IGf6ZClgwMtzii34rGSTMBplqmr/view?usp=sharing


Confession
Although we are the people of God, Scripture reminds us that we still sin.
We need to confess our failures, knowing that the Lord Jesus died for us
and intercedes for us with the Father.
Let us draw near to God, who freely forgives through his infinite goodness and mercy,
and pray to him with sincerity and confidence.

Heavenly Father,
we praise you for adopting us as your children
and making us heirs of eternal life.
In your mercy you have washed us from our sins
and made us clean in your sight.
Yet we still fail to love you and serve you as we should.
Forgive us our sins and renew us by your grace,
that we may continue to grow as members of Christ,

in whom alone is our salvation. Amen.

Words of Assurance

God is slow to anger and full of compassion.
He forgives all who humbly repent and turn to his Son Jesus Christ,
in whom there is no condemnation.

Prayer
Informal time of prayer or you could use the prayers below:

Father God, at times we cannot see where you are leading us. We are unable to see your
plans. This can lead to distress, anxiety, and worry. Father, help us please to keep our eyes
fixed on you, the author and sustainer in life. Forgive us please when we try to supersede 
you and think we know better. 

As we watch for COVID numbers daily to get a glimpse of what is ahead, please protect our
hearts and minds. Help us to follow carefully the rules put in place to protect us. Please help
each household, whether it is many people living on top of each other, small families, 
couples or singles. Each situation will bring joys and challenges. Please guide all the parents
are they help children through online learning. Give them patience and confidence, and
help them to remember that relationships are more important right now. 

Lord God, we pray for the staff at Narellan Anglican. We thank you for Jim and Dan who
teach and lead us. Help them to be faithful in preparation, and as they guide both us at 
Narellan and our brothers and sisters at Menangle. We thank you also for Rachel, Wendy
and Heidi working in the office. Help them Lord to be efficient and generous in their
organisation. Thank you also for the many volunteers who serve each week. 

Gracious God, all things come from you, and you teach us to be generous with what we
have. We pray that we may be generous with these resources so that can be wisely used for



the ministry of the gospel and the relief of those in need, for the glory of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 

Gracious God, thank you for bringing to our country people from many races and cultures.
Take away the mistrust and lack of understanding that so easily divide us. Increase in us true
humility and love for strangers. Remove racism from our midst, that we may share this land
and its bounty, and all may hear the gospel of our Saviour Jesus Christ and know his love. 

Loving God, we pray for those who are hurting or lonely, through bereavement, divorce,
or abuse, and for those struggling with unhappiness in marriage or singleness. Where 
repentance is required, make us willing. Where reconciliation is needed, make us quick to 
forgive, as you in Christ have forgiven us. Be our strength and comfort in every difficulty
and struggle. Enable us all to experience your generous love, and be renewed in our
relationship with you. 

Heavenly Father, often in Australia people are blessed with warm homes to live in, 
providing them shelter from the elements. However, Lord, some people because of a range
of reasons do not have such luxury. Dear Lord, please protect them from the cold nights,
and sometimes wet nights. Thank you for the many organisations that seek to help them,
and we pray that they will accept these gifts of love. 

Lord God, as we enter another week of lockdown, help us to care for one another. Connect
us in unique ways and help us all to take extra time to sit under your Word, allowing us to
know you more and become more like you. 

We ask all these things in Jesus’ most precious name. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



Optional Song
Yet Not I But Through Christ in Me - Link

Concluding Prayer
Father, take us and use us to love and serve you
and all people, in the power of your Spirit
and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please see the letter below from Tim Swann, CEO of Anglican Aid, and pray for South
Africa:

I am writing to you because yesterday I received urgent requests for prayer from our Christian
project partners in South Africa who have links with the Sydney Diocese. Their communities are
living in tremendous fear as violence escalates across South Africa and the death toll continues to
rise following the imprisonment of former President Jacob Zuma. 

This is how Steve Rockwell, from George Whitefield College in Cape Town, described the
unimaginable situation to us:

“Imagine 10,000 people storming your local Westfield and totally destroying it, stripping everything
off every shelf of every shop and then setting the whole thing on fire. But even as I type that … it’s
still not the same. It’s very hard to understand and appreciate the desperation of the situation in
this country.  

Fifty years of apartheid and twenty-five years of corrupt democratic leadership, combine
that with COVID deaths and over a year’s worth of constant lockdowns and infrastructure
failures and near 50% unemployment – all of it has left the country on its knees. 

People are desperate, and this is the outcome. Zuma’s imprisonment was merely a spark
on a veritable forest of dry tinder that has been systemically prepared for ignition over
decades, generations even.”

Yesterday, we also received this concerning message from Bubbly, project manager of Umthombo
weMpilo, a ministry of Christ Church Hillbrow that helps women escape sex work:

“Due to the fact that former president Zuma was jailed last week, riots have broken out in different
parts of Gauteng. In Hillbrow shops are being looted – food trucks are torched and shopping malls
are vandalised. It’s not safe to be on the roads at all, so Umthombo is closed for the time being.

 
We are getting many calls by women asking for food – these are hard times as South Africa
is also in level 4 lockdown due to many Covid cases.”

 
We’ve received prayer requests from both George Whitefield College and Umthombo weMpilo,
and also have prayer points from Bishop Glenn Lyons of REACH South Africa to share with you.

Please pray:
● That the Lord will show his hand of mercy and quell violence and criminal acts. 
● That South Africa’s leaders will exercise wise leadership both in speech and action as

they try to quell factions and build unity.
● That the country’s leaders may respond rightly and justly in curbing violence and

protecting the citizens of South Africa.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LULK2nZ6sCc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zundjUFazfg
https://anglicanaid-org-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/Redirect?ukey=1rhNNQn7dfFi6bDYIxsx2iOy5nWjuP7aoff38w6We56I-0&key=YAMMID-16156144&link=https%3A%2F%2Fanglicanaid.org.au%2Fprojects%2Fumthombo-wempilo%2F
https://anglicanaid-org-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/Redirect?ukey=1rhNNQn7dfFi6bDYIxsx2iOy5nWjuP7aoff38w6We56I-0&key=YAMMID-16156144&link=https%3A%2F%2Fanglicanaid.org.au%2Fprojects%2Fumthombo-wempilo%2F


● For the resolution of many underlying frustrations that are fueling protest including the
ongoing COVID crisis, unemployment, racism, gender violence, violent crime and political
factions.

● For Christians in political and community leadership roles to use their influence to
encourage peaceful actions and protection of lives and property.

● For the safety of ministry workers, church members and church properties in areas of
violence and upheaval. 

● That the Lord may give Anglican Aid’s project partners in South Africa the courage and
wisdom to act rightly as his united people in these days of great trial. 

● For wisdom and discernment for the staff at Umthombo weMpilo
● For God's people to visibly demonstrate true reconciliation, unity and peace that is found

in Christ and seen in the 'every tongue, tribe and nation' family of God. 
● For God to work through this crisis to draw people to himself.

 

Comments? Questions? Feedback?
You can let us know HERE

Click HERE to sign up to our weekly electronic newsletter

and keep up to date on what is happening!

http://narellananglican.org.au/contact-us/
http://eepurl.com/gTNvgv

