
	Order of Service – Sunday 22nd March 2020
(suggested time: 9:30-10.30)

Before you start (for the leader)
· This liturgy is designed for use in a small group setting, so it may feel a bit awkward with only 1 or 2 people. Feel free to adapt it a bit if you’d like.
· It will be helpful if one person leads the gathering, and introduces each section using the suggested words. There are some things to say together as well (in bold - a confession, and the Lord’s Prayer). The final page of this document contains the text of the confession and the Lord’s Prayer if people in your group would benefit from a print out, or people can look at it on their devices.
· You can access the songs and sermon by clicking on the links where they are found in the liturgy.
· Don’t worry if things go pear-shaped - they probably will! No matter what happens, we can expect God will grow us in our love for him and for each other as we gather around his word together.



	Introduction
	It is so great to be able to meet with God today as we hear from his word, and respond in praise, in confession and in prayer, even if our gathering looks very different to normal. In the midst of all our uncertainty and anxiety, we can know, as Psalm 46 says, that “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” And so even in a time of crisis like this we are able to praise our God for his goodness, and remember the hope we have in the Lord Jesus.

Psalm 106:1 says “Hallelujah! Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his faithful love endures forever.”

So let’s sing together


	Song
	All Creatures of our God and King


	Kid’s Song
	10, 9, 8, God is Great 
(for if you have kids in your gathering)


	Confession
	Although God is truly great, and he made everything very good, we know from God’s word, and our experience, that the world and our lives are deeply broken. “The whole creation is groaning,” Romans 8:22 says, because of our rebellion against God. “All of us have sinned and fall short of God’s glory” it says in Romans 3:23. Therefore God calls us to confess our sins, to him and to one another, to turn away from our sin and turn to Christ to receive his mercy and grace. So let’s pray this prayer of confession together:

“Heavenly Father,
you have loved us with an everlasting love, but we have often gone our own way,
and rejected your will for our lives.
We are sorry for our sins
and turn away from them.
For the sake of your Son who died for us, forgive us, cleanse us, and change us.
By your Holy Spirit, enable us to live for you, and to please you in every way,
for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.” 

Words of Assurance
Praise God, that through the death and resurrection of our saviour Jesus, He forgives all who humbly repent and turn to his son Jesus! As it says in Psalm 103:11-12: “As high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is God’s love towards those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us,” in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen


	Time of prayer (about 10mins)
	God’s mercy to us in Jesus means we can come to him freely in prayer, address him as our Father, and know that he hears us. So let’s do that now:

(Informal time of prayer. Pray for those things that are on your heart, especially in light of the current crisis and/or you could use some of the prayers below. Finish by saying the Lord’s Prayer together)

A Prayer in Times of Distress
Eternal God, shepherd of your people, we feel the fleeting passage of life, and know how fragile our existence is on this tiny planet. 
We confess with the prophet Isaiah:
‘All flesh is grass,
and all its glory is like the flowers of the field.
The grass withers and the flowers fall . . .’
Yet we also confess:
‘The word of our God stands forever’.
Teach us to number our days,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
In our human frailty,
we look to you as frightened children look to their mother, for you alone can comfort and sustain us.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Hear our cries to you our loving Father
and lead us all, as pilgrims,
through the darkest valley
into the light of the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

Kid’s prayer 
Dear God,
You are so great, and mighty, and powerful.
Thank you that you are in control over the wind and the waves, and over every detail of our lives.
Thank you that Jesus is king, and that he is more powerful than sickness and death.
Father, please stop the coronavirus soon.
Please help people to turn to Jesus at this time
Thank you that we can have eternal life if we trust in Jesus.
Help us to remember this, and to tell others about this too.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
“Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen.”


	Bible Reading 1
	(Someone could pray here, to ask God to help us understand his word and be changed by it)
1 Kings 2:13-25 (someone to read)


	Bible Reading 2
	1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (someone to read)


	Sermon
	1 Corinthians 12


	Song
	Let’s sing now that whatever happens in the coming days, God would enable us to follow him, to walk by faith, knowing he has brought us near by his grace.

Won My Heart


	Prayer to finish
	“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give us the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice we may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Amen (Romans 15:5-6)




Confession

Heavenly Father,
you have loved us with an everlasting love, 
but we have often gone our own way,
and rejected your will for our lives.
We are sorry for our sins
and turn away from them.
For the sake of your Son who died for us, 
forgive us, cleanse us, and change us.
By your Holy Spirit, enable us to live for you,
and to please you in every way,
for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.


The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen.

