
 
 

Service Plan | Sunday 18 October 
 

- This service is designed for use in a small group setting, so will function differently with only 1 or 2 
people. Feel free to adapt it to suit. 

- It will be helpful if one person leads the gathering, and introduces each section using the suggested 
words, or take turns! There are some things to say together as well (in bold). 

- You can access the songs and sermon by clicking on the links where they are found in the outline. 
  
 
  

Introduction 
As we meet together today, let’s begin by giving thanks to our great God and Saviour who 
has called us into his church: 
 

Gracious God, we humbly thank you  
for all your gifts so freely given to us, 
for life and health and safety,  
for power to work, leisure to rest,  
and for all that is beautiful in creation and human life. 
But above all, we praise you for our Saviour, Jesus Christ,  
for his death and resurrection, 
for the gift of your Spirit, 
and for the hope of sharing in your glory. 
Fill our hearts with all joy and peace in believing; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Optional Song 
Love Divine - Link 
 

Optional Kid’s Song 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Jesus Christ is Now Alive - Link 

 

Optional Kid’s Spot 
Quiz Worx Video - Link  

Kid’s Activity sheets are here: Ages 2-4 | Ages 4-8 | Ages 9-12 

 

Bible Readings 
The following, or another prayer may be said before the Bible readings 
 

Thank you, Father, that all Scripture is God-breathed, 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness. 

Open our hearts to receive your word, that we may know you better 

and be thoroughly equipped for every good work, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d71riK-YAAQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECYn7r-Zbbg&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jD34gEJgicwlZL7cx5jzBHkGyI2l0MXM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AeZ10i4UmAFtSDb9ebc8YX4MclUeuWNl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FdLDl3dOP6M34a0G1zvNn87943Eiq2tP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kEeewh5OcJSW1nhXXBS56L5jbXYH2RhN/view?usp=sharing


 
 

1 Kings 9:24-28 
24 Pharaoh’s daughter moved from the city of David to the house that Solomon had built for her; he 

then built the terraces. 

25 Three times a year Solomon offered burnt offerings and fellowship offerings on the altar he had 

built for the LORD, and he burned incense with them in the LORD’s presence. So he completed the 

temple. 

26 King Solomon put together a fleet of ships at Ezion-geber, which is near Eloth on the shore of 

the Red Sea in the land of Edom. 27 With the fleet, Hiram sent his servants, experienced seamen, 

along with Solomon’s servants. 28 They went to Ophir and acquired gold there—sixteen tons—and 

delivered it to Solomon. 

 
Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole empire should be 

registered. 2 This first registration took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So everyone 

went to be registered, each to his own town. 

4 Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which is 

called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family line of David, 5 to be registered along 

with Mary, who was engaged to him and was pregnant. 6 While they were there, the time came for 

her to give birth. 7 Then she gave birth to her firstborn son, and she wrapped him tightly in cloth 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 

8 In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night over their 

flock. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you 

good news of great joy that will be for all the people: 11 Today in the city of David a Saviour was 

born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be the sign for you: You will find a baby 

wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: 

14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and peace on earth to people he favours! 

15 When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let’s go straight to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” 

16 They hurried off and found both Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the 

manger. 17 After seeing them, they reported the message they were told about this child, 18 and all 

who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary was treasuring up all 

these things in her heart and meditating on them. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all the things they had seen and heard, which were just as they had been told. 
 
 

Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
The Christian Standard Bible. Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+9%3A24-28&version=CSB
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Christian-Standard-Bible-CSB/


 
 

Creed 
Let’s affirm together, with Christian around the world and through the ages, what it is we 

believe: 
 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sermon  

Jim Douglass – Luke 2:1-20 

 

Optional time for discussion or reflection 
 

Confession  

Although we are the people of God, Scripture reminds us that we still sin. 
We need to confess our failures, knowing that the Lord Jesus died for us 
and intercedes for us with the Father. 
Let us draw near to God, who freely forgives through his infinite goodness and mercy, 
and pray to him with sincerity and confidence. 
 

Heavenly Father, 
we praise you for adopting us as your children 
and making us heirs of eternal life. 
In your mercy you have washed us from our sins 
and made us clean in your sight. 
Yet we still fail to love you and serve you as we should. 
Forgive us our sins and renew us by your grace, 
that we may continue to grow as members of Christ, 

in whom alone is our salvation. Amen.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gp28Q37m8ZI


 
 

Words of Assurance 

God is slow to anger and full of compassion.  
He forgives all who humbly repent and turn to his Son Jesus Christ,  
in whom there is no condemnation.  
 

Prayer 
Informal time of prayer or you could use the prayers below: 

Heavenly Father, thank you for this new day. We thank you that each new day is a gift from 
you. Please help us to live this and every day for you. Help us organise our priorities so that 
we may put you first. Our first inclination is to put ourselves first and to not seek the 
welfare of others. We ask for your forgiveness, and give thanks that in your loving kindness 
you forgive those who sincerely repent. 
 

We bring before you the great need people have to hear your word and to respond 
positively to it. We think of those trapped in cycles of sin and seeing no way out – that they 
may hear of your saving grace and give over to you as their Saviour and King. 
 

Lord, help us to resist temptation and to flee from all that would distract our walk with you. 
We sometimes don’t get our priorities right. Please forgive us for those times that we have 
sinned and help us to keep our eyes firmly on Jesus, to trust and obey him in every situation 
of life, regardless of our circumstances. 
 

Loving God, we pray for those who are hurting or lonely, through bereavement, divorce or 
abuse and for those struggling with unhappiness in marriage or singleness. Where 
repentance is required make us willing, where reconciliation is needed, make us quick to 
forgive, as you in Christ have forgiven us. Be our strength and comfort in every difficulty 
and struggle.  
 

We pray also for the unemployed and those under financial pressure, especially those 
within our Church community and wider Macarthur region. Help us to be compassionate 
people who show your love to others through our actions and prayers. Enable us to be 
aware of those around us and to use our ability to encourage and motivate with a Christ-
like attitude.  
 

We pray for the worldwide persecuted church, that you may strengthen the faith of those 
who are imprisoned, punished and facing death because of their love for you. Help us not 
to be complacent about our own faith but to uphold our brothers and sisters in Christ and 
recommit ourselves to serving you faithfully. 
 

We pray, Dear God, for your mercy to continue to pour out on this broken world that 
people may look for happiness, peace and contentment not in things of this world but in 
you and your unchanging, almighty, all-loving character. Amen 

 
 
 



 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Optional Song 
Behold Our God - Link 
 

Concluding Prayer 
Father, take us and use us to love and serve you  
and all people, in the power of your Spirit  
and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
What’s Happening: 
 

 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58


 
 

   

You can let us know HERE 

    
 

Click HERE to sign up to our weekly electronic newsletter 

and keep up to date on what is happening!    
 
 
 

 

http://narellananglican.org.au/contact-us/
http://eepurl.com/gTNvgv

