
Order of Service – Sunday 27 September 2020 
 

- This service is designed for use in a small group setting, so will function differently with only 1 or 
2 people. Feel free to adapt it to suit. 

- It will be helpful if one person leads the gathering, and introduces each section using the 
suggested words, or take turns! There are some things to say together as well (in bold).  

- You can access the songs and sermon by clicking on the links where they are found in the outline. 

 

Introduction 
We have come together as the church of God to fix our eyes upon Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter 

of faith, to encourage one another to hold fast to the hope he has given us, and to spur one 

another to love and good deeds. 
 

Hebrews 12:1-2 says: 

“Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every 

hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before 

us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith.” 

 

Optional Song 
Blessed Be Your Name - Link 

 

Optional Kid’s Song 
Super Saviour - Link 

 

Optional Kid’s Spot 
Quiz Worx Video - Link  

Kid’s Activity sheets are here: Ages 2-4 | Ages 5-8 | Ages 9-12 

 

Bible Readings 
The following, or another prayer may be said before the Bible readings 
 

Gracious God, your word is alive and active, sharper than any double-edged sword. 

Today, when we hear your voice, deliver us from hardness of heart. 

Help us to put away everything that keeps us from persevering in your way, 

for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

1 Kings 9:1-9 

When Solomon finished building the temple of the LORD, the royal palace, and all that 

Solomon desired to do, 2 the LORD appeared to Solomon a second time just as he had 

appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 The LORD said to him: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=du0il6d-DAk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lgiYqGgEuzivSKv0LIUiNV0rQ0LTs--E/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1d5xyGFap5sIH29qJ40qL-IuL4rGmqQbs/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10_X5-CnZ2grfXSSY6L3SyH_Zw7Hm4NNY/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uUZbLjW8RyycLiV5WBbDRsFMWNUF79vy/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dNGaIJArCOg-0GSXxYUjIs5FuurDYx4g/view?usp=sharing
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+9%3A1-9&version=CSB


I have heard your prayer and petition you have made before me. I have 

consecrated this temple you have built, to put my name there forever; my eyes and 

my heart will be there at all times. 

4 As for you, if you walk before me as your father David walked, with a heart of 

integrity and in what is right, doing everything I have commanded you, and if you 

keep my statutes and ordinances, 5 I will establish your royal throne over Israel 

forever, as I promised your father David: You will never fail to have a man on the 

throne of Israel. 

6 If you or your sons turn away from following me and do not keep my commands—

my statutes that I have set before you—and if you go and serve other gods and 

bow in worship to them, 7 I will cut off Israel from the land I gave them, and I will 

reject the temple I have sanctified for my name. Israel will become an object of 

scorn and ridicule among all the peoples. 8 Though this temple is now exalted,  

everyone who passes by will be appalled and will scoff. They will say, “Why did 

the LORD do this to this land and this temple?” 9 Then they will say, “Because they 

abandoned the LORD their God who brought their ancestors out of the land of Egypt. 

They held on to other gods and bowed in worship to them and served them. 

Because of this, the LORD brought all this ruin on them.” 

 
 

Luke 1:1-25 

Many have undertaken to compile a narrative about the events that have been 

fulfilled among us, 2 just as the original eyewitnesses and servants of the word handed 

them down to us. 3 So it also seemed good to me, since I have carefully investigated 

everything from the very first, to write to you in an orderly sequence, most 

honourable Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things about 

which you have been instructed.  

5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest of Abijah’s division named 

Zechariah. His wife was from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 

Elizabeth. 6 Both were righteous in God’s sight, living without blame according to all 

the commands and requirements of the Lord. 7 But they had no children because 

Elizabeth could not conceive, and both of them were well along in years. 

8 When his division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 it happened 

that he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the 

sanctuary of the Lord and burn incense. 10 At the hour of incense the whole assembly 

of the people was praying outside. 11 An angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing 

to the right of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified and 

overcome with fear. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, 

because your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 

will name him John. 14 There will be joy and delight for you, and many will rejoice at 

his birth. 15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord and will never drink wine or 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A1-25&version=CSB


beer. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit while still in his mother’s womb. 16 He will 

turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go before him 

in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and the 

disobedient to the understanding of the righteous, to make ready for the Lord a 

prepared people.” 

18 “How can I know this?” Zechariah asked the angel. “For I am an old man, and my 

wife is well along in years.” 

19 The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I 

was sent to speak to you and tell you this good news. 20 Now listen. You will become 

silent and unable to speak until the day these things take place, because you did not 

believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper time.” 

21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, amazed that he stayed so long in 

the sanctuary. 22 When he did come out, he could not speak to them. Then they 

realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He was making signs to them and 

remained speechless. 23 When the days of his ministry were completed, he went back 

home. 

24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived and kept herself in seclusion for five 

months. She said, 25 “The Lord has done this for me. He has looked with favour in 

these days to take away my disgrace among the people.” 
  

 

Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
The Christian Standard Bible. Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 

Sermon  

Jim Douglass - Luke 1:1-25 

 

Optional time for discussion or reflection 
 

Confession  
Romans 3:23 tells us that “All of us have sinned and fall short of God’s glory”. Therefore, God calls 

us to confess our sins, to him and to one another, to turn away from our sin and turn to Christ to 

receive his mercy and grace. So, let’s pray this prayer of confession together: 
 
 

Heavenly Father, 

we praise you for adopting us as your children and making us heirs of eternal life. 

In your mercy you have washed us from our sins and made us clean in your sight. 

Yet we still fail to love you and serve you as we should. 

Forgive us our sins and renew us by your grace, 

that we may continue to grow as members of Christ, 

in whom alone is our salvation. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Christian-Standard-Bible-CSB/
https://youtu.be/7U1e-4rzpLU


Words of Assurance 

Merciful Father, we rejoice that you forgive those who truly repent and trust in your Son. 

Grant us true repentance and your Holy Spirit, that we may live godly and obedient lives, 

and finally come to your eternal glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer 
Father, thank you that you have promised to hear us when we pray, and that through your dear 

Son Jesus Christ you have taught us best how and what to pray. We come to you now in obedience 

to your word and trusting in your gracious promise. We pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

together with all the saints and Christians on earth as he has taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Informal time of prayer or you could use some of the prayers below: 

Gracious God, as we come before you now, please still our hearts to focus on you. Help us 

to acknowledge you as Lord of our lives and forgive us those times where we work hard to 

be in control. 
 

Stir up our wills, Lord, that we may serve you in our whole lives; at work, at home, with 

friends and strangers. May your Holy Spirit change us from within, so that our fruit of good 

works are abundant. 
 

Loving God, you created our world, gave us the task of stewarding it’s resources, and 

empowered us to work. We pray for industries and businesses as they seek to improve the 

quality of life through the goods and services they offer. Guide employers to deal with 

workers responsibly and with integrity. Help the employers as they make decisions about 

workplaces during this COVID and recession period. Help them to be fair and wise. Give 

workers joy and satisfaction in their productivity, and just rewards for their labour. Bless 

our workplaces with safety and good relationships. Strengthen Christians to live and speak 

in ways that commend the gospel. May our work be a reflection of your creative power, 

and a sign that we are created in your image. 



Father God, we thank you for the women in our parish; whether old or young, single or 

married, outgoing or quiet, and anywhere in between. Help our women to share wisdom 

with and care for each other. Help them to encourage each other as they walk with you as 

their Saviour and Lord. 
 

We are so blessed, O Lord, to be able to freely worship you in our churches and homes. We 

know that many other believers are not able to without fear of persecution or worse. 

Father, please help all our Christian brothers and sisters to stand firm in their faith. May 

they not waiver. Help us here to know how to care and support those in their fear. 
 

As we enter this time of school holidays, we pray for families and school staff. May all get a 

chance to take a breath, slow down, turn off alarms; so that they can spend time in your 

creation, with your people and with you Lord. May they be refreshed in their bodies and 

souls so that all will return next term with great energy to finish the school year. 
 

Guide us this week Lord, as we live, work or holiday. May all our words, actions and 

thoughts reflect you and point people to your saving grace. Amen. 
 

Optional Song 
All Creatures of Our God and King - Link 

 

Concluding Prayer 
May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. Amen. 
 

What’s Happening: 
 

 

Thanksgiving Projects Update: 
 

Anglican Aid Bible Training Sponsorship: $7690 

NAC Building Fund: $9750 

https://youtu.be/ALPCiSqmPiE


   

 

 

 

 

 



   

 
 

Take advantage of some free time during the holidays  

and join us Monday evening for prayer! 
 

If you aren’t able to join but would like us to pray for you,  

please contact us to share your prayer requests. 
 

 
 

 

Click here for more info about Anglicare’s support & services 

mailto:rach@narellananglican.org.au?subject=Prayer%20Request
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-XGqgZlLB7sIZKzfQ5ISLOQLuuVjwjQQ/view?usp=sharing
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/798391002
../2020%20Cloud%20resources/Training%20Week%20-%20Term%203/Anglicare%20Resources/Anglicare%20Tips_COVID19%20Domestic%20Violence_5830_Apr20.pdf


 
 

  
 

You can let us know HERE 
   

 

Click HERE to sign up to our electronic newsletter 

and keep up to date on what is happening!        

 

 

 

 

http://narellananglican.org.au/contact-us/
http://eepurl.com/gTNvgv

