
Order of Service – Sunday 23 August 2020 
 

- This service is designed for use in a small group setting, so will function differently with only 1 or 
2 people. Feel free to adapt it to suit. 

- It will be helpful if one person leads the gathering, and introduces each section using the 
suggested words, or take turns! There are some things to say together as well (in bold).  

- You can access the songs and sermon by clicking on the links where they are found in the outline. 

 

Introduction 
We have come together as the church of God to fix our eyes upon Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter 

of faith, to encourage one another to hold fast to the hope he has given us, and to spur one 

another to love and good deeds. 
 

Hebrews 12:1-2 says: 

“Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every 

hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before 

us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith.” 

 

Optional Song 
Undivided - Link 

 

Optional Kid’s Song 
The Butterfly Song - Link 
 

Optional Kid’s Spot 
Quiz Worx Video - Link  

Kid’s Activity sheets are here: Ages 2-4 | Ages 5-8 | Ages 9-12 

 

The Creed 
Let’s affirm with Christians across the world and through the ages what we believe about 

God and his love for us: 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2x6BqU9pdWI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h23spxw0Vt8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OTGLBJme4srSEtpEHvI413EJa759m7G1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Wtw6k_oZIU6cIrBKdPPEaXjev2rcZ_93/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tryr_bjqt2agK-t1Syww-3wGpKz73qsz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1odeydz_3sesXoHd1oVUiYWnXP93gBnys/view?usp=sharing


and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy universal church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Bible Readings 
The following, or another prayer may be said before the Bible readings 
 

Gracious God, 

your word is alive and active, sharper than any double-edged sword. 

Today, when we hear your voice, deliver us from hardness of heart. 

Help us to put away everything that keeps us from persevering in your way, 

for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:7-18 

7 Now if the ministry that brought death, chiselled in letters on stones, came with 

glory, so that the Israelites were not able to gaze steadily at Moses’s face because of 

its glory, which was set aside, 8 how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more 

glorious? 9 For if the ministry that brought condemnation had glory, the ministry that 

brings righteousness overflows with even more glory. 10 In fact, what had been 

glorious is not glorious now by comparison because of the glory that surpasses 

it. 11 For if what was set aside was glorious, what endures will be even more glorious. 

12 Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness. 13 We are not like 

Moses, who used to put a veil over his face to prevent the Israelites from gazing 

steadily until the end of the glory of what was being set aside, 14 but their minds were 

hardened. For to this day, at the reading of the old covenant, the same veil remains; 

it is not lifted, because it is set aside only in Christ. 15 Yet still today, whenever Moses 

is read, a veil lies over their hearts, 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the 

veil is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 

is freedom. 18 We all, with unveiled faces, are looking as in a mirror at the glory of the 

Lord and are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory; this is from 

the Lord who is the Spirit. 

 
 

Daniel 6:1-28 

Darius decided to appoint 120 satraps over the kingdom, stationed throughout the 

realm, 2 and over them three administrators, including Daniel. These satraps would be 

accountable to them so that the king would not be defrauded. 3 Daniel distinguished 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+3%3A7-18&version=CSB
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+6%3A1-28&version=CSB


himself above the administrators and satraps because he had an extraordinary 

spirit, so the king planned to set him over the whole realm. 4 The administrators and 

satraps, therefore, kept trying to find a charge against Daniel regarding the kingdom. 

But they could find no charge or corruption, for he was trustworthy, and no 

negligence or corruption was found in him. 5 Then these men said, “We will never find 

any charge against this Daniel unless we find something against him concerning the 

law of his God.” 

6 So the administrators and satraps went together to the king and said to him, “May 

King Darius live forever. 7 All the administrators of the kingdom—the prefects, satraps, 

advisers, and governors—have agreed that the king should establish an ordinance 

and enforce an edict that, for thirty days, anyone who petitions any god or man 

except you, the king, will be thrown into the lions’ den. 8 Therefore, Your Majesty, 

establish the edict and sign the document so that, as a law of the Medes and 

Persians, it is irrevocable and cannot be changed.” 9 So King Darius signed the written 

edict. 

10 When Daniel learned that the document had been signed, he went into his house. 

The windows in its upstairs room opened toward Jerusalem, and three times a day he 

got down on his knees, prayed, and gave thanks to his God, just as he had done 

before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel petitioning and imploring 

his God. 12 So they approached the king and asked about his edict: “Didn’t you sign an 

edict that for thirty days any person who petitions any god or man except you, the 

king, will be thrown into the lions’ den?” 

The king answered, “As a law of the Medes and Persians, the order stands and is 

irrevocable.” 

13 Then they replied to the king, “Daniel, one of the Judean exiles, has ignored 

you, the king, and the edict you signed, for he prays three times a day.” 14 As soon as 

the king heard this, he was very displeased; he set his mind on rescuing Daniel and 

made every effort until sundown to deliver him. 

15 Then these men went together to the king and said to him, “You know, Your 

Majesty, that it is a law of the Medes and Persians that no edict or ordinance the king 

establishes can be changed.” 

16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ 

den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you continually serve, rescue 

you!” 17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den. The king sealed it 

with his own signet ring and with the signet rings of his nobles, so that nothing in 

regard to Daniel could be changed. 18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the 

night fasting. No diversions were brought to him, and he could not sleep. 

19 At the first light of dawn the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he 

reached the den, he cried out in anguish to Daniel. “Daniel, servant of the living God,” 



the king said, “has your God, whom you continually serve, been able to rescue 

you from the lions?” 

21 Then Daniel spoke with the king: “May the king live forever. 22 My God sent his 

angel and shut the lions’ mouths; and they haven’t harmed me, for I was found 

innocent before him. And also before you, Your Majesty, I have not done harm.” 

23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to take Daniel out of the den. When Daniel 

was brought up from the den, he was found to be unharmed, for he trusted in his 

God. 24 The king then gave the command, and those men who had maliciously accused 

Daniel were brought and thrown into the lions’ den—they, their children, and their 

wives. They had not reached the bottom of the den before the lions overpowered 

them and crushed all their bones. 

25 Then King Darius wrote to those of every people, nation, and language who live on 

the whole earth: “May your prosperity abound. 26 I issue a decree that in all my royal 

dominion, people must tremble in fear before the God of Daniel: 

For he is the living God, and he endures forever; 

his kingdom will never be destroyed, and his dominion has no end. 

27 He rescues and delivers; 

he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth, 

for he has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” 
 

28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 
  

 

Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
The Christian Standard Bible. Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 

Sermon  

Garry Dibley - Daniel 6 

 

Optional time for discussion or reflection 
 

Confession  
Romans 3:23 tells us that “All of us have sinned and fall short of God’s glory”. Therefore, God calls 

us to confess our sins, to him and to one another, to turn away from our sin and turn to Christ to 

receive his mercy and grace. So, let’s pray this prayer of confession together: 
 
 

Heavenly Father, 

we praise you for adopting us as your children and making us heirs of eternal life. 

In your mercy you have washed us from our sins and made us clean in your sight. 

Yet we still fail to love you and serve you as we should. 

Forgive us our sins and renew us by your grace, 

that we may continue to grow as members of Christ, 

in whom alone is our salvation. Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Christian-Standard-Bible-CSB/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/11uFSMQQ4GZDkDaPWlEYGLeZheNDaHCW9/view?usp=sharing


Words of Assurance 

Merciful Father, we rejoice that you forgive those who truly repent and trust in your Son. 

Grant us true repentance and your Holy Spirit, that we may live godly and obedient lives, 

and finally come to your eternal glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Prayer 
Father, thank you that you have promised to hear us when we pray, and that through your dear 

Son Jesus Christ you have taught us best how and what to pray. We come to you now in obedience 

to your word and trusting in your gracious promise. We pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

together with all the saints and Christians on earth as he has taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

Informal time of prayer or you could use some of the prayers below: 

Almighty God and merciful Father, we give you humble and heartfelt thanks for all your 
goodness and loving kindness to us and to all people. We bless you for our creation and 
preservation, and all the blessings of this life. Above all, we thank you for your 
immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord, Jesus Christ, for the means 
of grace and for the hope of glory. May we always respond with thankful hearts, but 
especially so during this Thanksgiving Month. 
 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, your Son Jesus Christ shared in earthly home life at 
Nazareth. Bless our homes we pray. We pray for our parents, that you’ll give them wisdom, 
love and grace as they seek to wisely parent their children. May children respond with love 
obedience and may each home be blessed with peace and happiness, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
 

God of the nations, whose sovereign rule brings justice and peace, have mercy on our 
broken and divided world. We especially pray today for Lebanon as they deal with a 
complete break down of government, law and order, explosions, poverty, and despair. 
Banish from them the spirit that makes for war and disruption. Please give your people 
there a spirit of renewal, quiet determination and faith in your sovereignty and care, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



Jesus, Prince of Peace, in a world of turmoil where hostility and hatred towards your people 
are increasing, where nobody knows what will happen next on a planet infected with 
coronavirus, we want to thank you for your peace, a peace the world cannot give. Please 
bless us with that peace and enable us to keep our hearts untroubled and unafraid. May 
our peace-filled lives, in an anxious world, bring glory and praise to Your name. 
 

Father, we pray for teachers in our local state and private schools with daily changes and 
disruptions. Give them flexibility and determination to keep going, maintaining the best 
level of teaching in each school. We pray for parents and kids as they navigate these 
challenges. We also pray for our SRE teachers as they prepare lessons and share God’s truth 
each week. Yours is the harvest Lord, and we pray for a good harvest. 
 

Heavenly Father, we pray for the work of AFES on University campuses all over Australia. 
We particularly pray for the local team at Western Sydney University in Campbelltown, as 
well as those involved in this ministry at Wollongong Uni. May they prepare well for each 
interaction and contact, asking you for your blessing on all they seek to achieve for Your 
Kingdom. 
 

Father, we commit ourselves to your love and grace as we go out into a new week. Amen. 

 

Optional Song 
Be Thou My Vision - Link 

 

Concluding Prayer 
May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. Amen. 

 

What’s Happening: 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bj5-ibCDXIg


In this season of COVID we are trading our traditional  

‘Thanksgiving Month Dinner’ with an online event!  
 

Enjoy lunch with family or in small groups as we also meet via Zoom on 

 

We’ll have an update on our Thanksgiving Projects, as well as hear from 

members of our church family as they share how they have been thankful 

through COVID. There will also be an opportunity to join in prayer together.  

 

  
 

Comments? Questions? Feedback?  

You can let us know HERE 
   

 

Click HERE to sign up to our electronic newsletter 

and keep up to date on what is happening!        

 

 

http://narellananglican.org.au/contact-us/
http://eepurl.com/gTNvgv

