
Order of Service – Sunday 26 July 2020 
 

- This service is designed for use in a small group setting, so will function differently with only 1 or 
2 people. Feel free to adapt it to suit. 

- It will be helpful if one person leads the gathering, and introduces each section using the 
suggested words, or take turns! There are some things to say together as well (in bold).  

- You can access the songs and sermon by clicking on the links where they are found in the outline. 

 

Introduction 
We have come together as the church of God to fix our eyes upon Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter 

of faith, to encourage one another to hold fast to the hope he has given us, and to spur one 

another to love and good deeds. 
 

Hebrews 12:1-2 says: 

“Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every 

hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before 

us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith.” 

 

Optional Song 
Made Alive - Link 

 

Optional Kid’s Song 
Jesus, Strong & Kind - Link 
 

Optional Kid’s Spot 
Quiz Worx Video - Link  

Kid’s Activity sheets are here: Ages 2-4 | Ages 5-8 | Ages 9-12 

 

The Creed 
Let’s affirm with Christians across the world and through the ages what we believe about 

God and his love for us: 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dhh6F38kDE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5Y8s-Sz_ac
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j9l8PmZdWjEnRfE_-y4gHugJ8my1-Bd4/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rCwDfbfljjS7ZIqWsVu5aSWi-s5sz1o0/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1THx2vOxEIwsNjX2ijzvDT_EP_BqzyCMb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15zz3uLUwqODThIvvmy-ittWYj73z7E-K/view?usp=sharing


and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy universal church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Bible Readings 
The following, or another prayer may be said before the Bible readings 
 

Gracious God, 

your word is alive and active, sharper than any double-edged sword. 

Today, when we hear your voice, deliver us from hardness of heart. 

Help us to put away everything that keeps us from persevering in your way, 

for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:1-14 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will, and Timothy our brother: 

To the church of God at Corinth, with all the saints who are throughout Achaia. 

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 

the God of all comfort. 4 He comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to 

comfort those who are in any kind of affliction, through the comfort we ourselves 

receive from God. 5 For just as the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so also through 

Christ our comfort overflows. 6 If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation. 

If we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance 

of the same sufferings that we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know 

that as you share in the sufferings, so you will also share in the comfort. 

8 We don’t want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, of our affliction that took 

place in Asia. We were completely overwhelmed—beyond our strength—so that we 

even despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of 

death, so that we would not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead. 10 He 

has delivered us from such a terrible death, and he will deliver us. We have put our 

hope in him that he will deliver us again 11 while you join in helping us by your 

prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gift that came to us through 

the prayers of many. 

12 Indeed, this is our boast: The testimony of our conscience is that we have 

conducted ourselves in the world, and especially toward you, with godly sincerity and 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+1%3A1-14&version=CSB


purity, not by human wisdom but by God’s grace. 13 For we are writing nothing to you 

other than what you can read and also understand. I hope you will understand 

completely— 14 just as you have partially understood us—that we are your reason for 

pride, just as you also are ours in the day of our Lord Jesus. 

 
 

Daniel 1:1-21 
  

In the third year of the reign of King Jehoiakim of Judah, King Nebuchadnezzar of 

Babylon came to Jerusalem and laid siege to it. 2 The Lord handed King Jehoiakim of 

Judah over to him, along with some of the vessels from the house of 

God. Nebuchadnezzar carried them to the land of Babylon, to the house of his 

god, and put the vessels in the treasury of his god. 

3 The king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the Israelites from 

the royal family and from the nobility— 4 young men without any physical defect, 

good-looking, suitable for instruction in all wisdom, knowledgeable, perceptive, and 

capable of serving in the king’s palace. He was to teach them the Chaldean 

language and literature. 5 The king assigned them daily provisions from the royal food 

and from the wine that he drank. They were to be trained for three years, and at the 

end of that time they were to attend the king. 6 Among them, from the Judahites, 

were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. 7 The chief eunuch gave them names; 

he gave the name Belteshazzar to Daniel, Shadrach to Hananiah, Meshach to Mishael, 

and Abednego to Azariah. 

8 Daniel determined that he would not defile himself with the king’s food or with the 

wine he drank. So he asked permission from the chief eunuch not to defile 

himself. 9 God had granted Daniel kindness and compassion from the chief 

eunuch, 10 yet he said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and 

drink. What if he sees your faces looking thinner than the other young men your age? 

You would endanger my life with the king.” 

11 So Daniel said to the guard whom the chief eunuch had assigned to Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12 “Please test your servants for ten days. Let us be 

given vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then examine our appearance and the 

appearance of the young men who are eating the king’s food, and deal with your 

servants based on what you see.” 14 He agreed with them about this and tested them 

for ten days. 15 At the end of ten days they looked better and healthier than all the 

young men who were eating the king’s food. 16 So the guard continued to remove their 

food and the wine they were to drink and gave them vegetables. 

17 God gave these four young men knowledge and understanding in every kind of 

literature and wisdom. Daniel also understood visions and dreams of every kind. 18 At 

the end of the time that the king had said to present them, the chief eunuch 

presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king interviewed them, and among all of 

them, no one was found equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. So they 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+1%3A1-21&version=CSB


began to attend the king. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding that the 

king consulted them about, he found them ten times better than all the magicians 

and mediums in his entire kingdom. 21 Daniel remained there until the first year of 

King Cyrus. 
 

Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
The Christian Standard Bible. Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 

Sermon  

Dan Budd - Daniel 1 

 

Optional time for discussion or reflection 
 

Confession  
Romans 3:23 tells us that “All of us have sinned and fall short of God’s glory”. Therefore, God calls 

us to confess our sins, to him and to one another, to turn away from our sin and turn to Christ to 

receive his mercy and grace. So, let’s pray this prayer of confession together: 
 

 

Heavenly Father, 

we praise you for adopting us as your children and making us heirs of eternal life. 

In your mercy you have washed us from our sins and made us clean in your sight. 

Yet we still fail to love you and serve you as we should. 

Forgive us our sins and renew us by your grace, 

that we may continue to grow as members of Christ, 

in whom alone is our salvation. Amen. 
Words of Assurance 

Merciful Father, we rejoice that you forgive those who truly repent and trust in your Son. 

Grant us true repentance and your Holy Spirit, that we may live godly and obedient lives, 

and finally come to your eternal glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayer 
Father, thank you that you have promised to hear us when we pray, and that through your dear 

Son Jesus Christ you have taught us best how and what to pray. We come to you now in obedience 

to your word and trusting in your gracious promise. We pray in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

together with all the saints and Christians on earth as he has taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Christian-Standard-Bible-CSB/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/186LxN_aJsGv-39AaZBXH5etNpr25DbNt/view?usp=sharing


Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

Bible verse for reflection 

Romans 8:22-25 says: 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the 

present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 

as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we 

were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if 

we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.  

 
Informal time of prayer or you could use some of the prayers below: 

Dear Lord, we pray for this broken world, that we will continually turn to you, not trusting 

or reliant on our own understanding and desires but eager to be led by your Holy Spirit. 

Help us to turn away from sin that mires and traps us and rest solely on you. 
 

We thank you for sending your Son to light the way and to take our sins. We thank you for 

his death and resurrection, that only through him can we be part of your family and be 

eternally safe. 
 

We continue to pray for the unfolding crisis of the worldwide pandemic. We especially pray 

for those who have contracted the virus, that they may have a speedy recovery. May those 

who do know you have opportunities to witness for you, and may others question their 

purpose and attitude towards you. We think of the frontline care workers and pray you may 

keep them safe and healthy, and ask that those who belong to you have the opportunity to 

tell of your great love and ultimate rescue plan. We praise you, dear Lord, that you are the 

God who heals the sick and takes away disease. 
 

We pray for those known to us in our local community who are feeling isolated and lonely, 

that we may be used by you to connect, help and support our neighbours, family and work 

colleagues. Help us to be aware of those around us and give us courage to look for ways to 

care for our community. 
 

We pray for Jim and Dan and their families, along with others employed by our local 

congregation. May their faith may continue to flourish in whatever circumstances they find 

themselves in. May they glorify your name and grow in their love and understanding of you. 
 



We bring before you those who have been stood down and lost jobs at this time. We pray 

that relief and hope may be provided for those struggling financially. Help us to be a 

generous people, eager to look for ways to assist and to keep Narellan Church as a light on 

the hill. 
 

We pray Dear Lord for opportunity to witness for you. Help us to look for situations where 

we can share the life-changing hope that comes from knowing you and be able to cast our 

cares onto Christ. 
 

We ask that we will be diligent in reading your word, listening to sermons and growing as 

Christians. Help us to maintain passion for you through these difficult and uncertain times. 

In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 

Optional Song 
When I Survey - Link 

(This version is slower than we would usually sing. Increase the speed in the ‘Playback Settings’ in YouTube if desired) 

 

Concluding Prayer 
May the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 

and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among us and remain with us always. Amen. 

 

What’s Happening: 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhvXOIVsRv4&list=PLWWOQaqtt54y1tCwz41sjinEnZqy-G-Wr&index=24&t=0s 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhvXOIVsRv4&list=PLWWOQaqtt54y1tCwz41sjinEnZqy-G-Wr&index=24&t=0s 
https://www.cms.org.au/event/mission-in-the-spotlight/?branch=nswact


 

Anglicare are collecting our donations soon!  
Please drop off any toys to church by Sunday 3 August 

(only new toys in original packaging please!) 
 

  

 
 

With so many changes brought about by COVID-19, we don't know what next 

week will bring, let alone what Christmas is going to look like! 
 

So, bring along your creative ideas and out-of-the-box thinking as we look at, 

and discuss, our plans for Christmas in 2020. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87929526119


 
 

   

 
 

 

Comments? Questions? Feedback? 

You can let us know HERE 

   
 

Click HERE to sign up to our electronic newsletter 

and keep up to date on what is happening!        

 

 

http://narellananglican.org.au/contact-us/
http://eepurl.com/gTNvgv
mailto:office@narellananglican.org.au

