
Service Plan | Sunday 17 May 
 

- This service is designed for use in a small group setting, so will function differently with only 1 or 2 
people. Feel free to adapt it to suit. 

- It will be helpful if one person leads the gathering, and introduces each section using the suggested 
words, or take turns! There are some things to say together as well (in bold). 

- You can access the songs and sermon by clicking on the links where they are found in the outline. 
  
 
  

Introduction 
As we meet together today, let’s begin by giving thanks to our great God and Saviour who 
has called us into his church: 
 

Gracious God, we humbly thank you  
for all your gifts so freely given to us, 
for life and health and safety,  
for power to work, leisure to rest,  
and for all that is beautiful in creation and human life. 
But above all, we praise you for our Saviour, Jesus Christ,  
for his death and resurrection, 
for the gift of your Spirit, 
and for the hope of sharing in your glory. 
Fill our hearts with all joy and peace in believing; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Optional Song 
How Great is our God - Link 
 

Optional Kid’s Song 
The Wise Man Built His House Upon a Rock - Link 

 

Optional Kid’s Spot 
Quiz Worx Video - Link  

Kid’s Activity sheets are here: Ages 2-4 | Ages 4-8 | Ages 9-12 

 

Bible Readings 
The following, or another prayer may be said before the Bible readings 
 

Thank you, Father, that all Scripture is God-breathed, 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

ad training in righteousness. 

Open our hearts to receive your word, that we may know you better 

and be thoroughly equipped for every good work, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvXweftb7UU
https://youtu.be/U2B13BZUQIw
https://bit.ly/2LxfIRt
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bP3TLo6M9zqBKVbenpnrIqHL68I8emqw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1IBp5obrgcHHM4qSaNBIY7tc3trfsOpTT
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NODi3Pqx0iNBOnWTL-1c4E2IyMxmi-G2


1 Kings 5:1-18 

King Hiram of Tyre sent his emissaries to Solomon when he heard that he had been 

anointed king in his father’s place, for Hiram had always been friends with David. 

2 Solomon sent this message to Hiram: 3 “You know my father David was not able to 

build a temple for the name of the LORD his God. This was because of the warfare all 

around him until the LORD put his enemies under his feet. 4 The LORD my God has now 

given me rest on every side; there is no enemy or misfortune. 5 So I plan to build a 

temple for the name of the LORD my God, according to what the LORD promised my 

father David: ‘I will put your son on your throne in your place, and he will build the 

temple for my name.’ 

6 “Therefore, command that cedars from Lebanon be cut down for me. My servants 

will be with your servants, and I will pay your servants’ wages according to whatever 

you say, for you know that not a man among us knows how to cut timber like the 

Sidonians.” 

7 When Hiram heard Solomon’s words, he rejoiced greatly and said, “Blessed be 

the LORD today! He has given David a wise son to be over this great people!” 8 Then 

Hiram sent a reply to Solomon, saying, “I have heard your message; I will do 

everything you want regarding the cedar and cypress timber. 9 My servants will bring 

the logs down from Lebanon to the sea, and I will make them into rafts to go by sea 

to the place you indicate. I will break them apart there, and you can take them away. 

You then can meet my needs by providing my household with food.” 

10 So Hiram provided Solomon with all the cedar and cypress timber he wanted, 11 and 

Solomon provided Hiram with one hundred twenty thousand bushels of wheat as food 

for his household and one hundred twenty thousand gallons of oil from crushed 

olives. Solomon did this for Hiram year after year. 

12 The LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as he had promised him. There was peace between 

Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty. 

13 Then King Solomon drafted forced laborers from all Israel; the labor force numbered 

thirty thousand men. 14 He sent ten thousand to Lebanon each month in shifts; one 

month they were in Lebanon, two months they were at home. Adoniram was in 

charge of the forced labor. 15 Solomon had seventy thousand porters and eighty 

thousand stonecutters in the mountains, 16 not including his thirty-three 

hundred deputies in charge of the work. They supervised the people doing the 

work. 17 The king commanded them to quarry large, costly stones to lay the foundation 

of the temple with dressed stones. 18 So Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s 

builders, along with the Gebalites, quarried the stone and prepared the timber and 

stone for the temple’s construction. 

 
 

Matthew 6: 19-34 
19 “Don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and 

where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves don’t break in and 

steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+5%3A1-18&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6%3A+19-34&version=CSB


22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full 

of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. So if the 

light within you is darkness, how deep is that darkness! 

24 “No one can serve two masters, since either he will hate one and love the other, or 

he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 

money. 

25 “Therefore I tell you: Don’t worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 

drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Isn’t life more than food and the body 

more than clothing? 26 Consider the birds of the sky: They don’t sow or reap or gather 

into barns, yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Aren’t you worth more than 

they? 27 Can any of you add one moment to his life span by worrying? 28 And why do 

you worry about clothes? Observe how the wildflowers of the field grow: They don’t 

labor or spin thread. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was 

adorned like one of these. 30 If that’s how God clothes the grass of the field, which is 

here today and thrown into the furnace tomorrow, won’t he do much more for you—

you of little faith? 31 So don’t worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ 

or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things, and your 

heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and 

his righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you. 34 Therefore don’t 

worry about tomorrow, because tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 

enough trouble of its own. 

 
  

 

Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
The Christian Standard Bible. Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 

Creed 
Let’s affirm together, with Christian around the world and through the ages, what it is we 

believe: 
 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
We believe in Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy universal church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Christian-Standard-Bible-CSB/


Sermon  

Jim Douglass – A Better Story than the ‘Great Australian Dream’ 

 

Optional time for discussion or reflection 
 

Confession  

Although we are the people of God, Scripture reminds us that we still sin. 
We need to confess our failures, knowing that the Lord Jesus died for us 
and intercedes for us with the Father. 
Let us draw near to God, who freely forgives through his infinite goodness and mercy, 
and pray to him with sincerity and confidence. 
 

Heavenly Father, 
we praise you for adopting us as your children 
and making us heirs of eternal life. 
In your mercy you have washed us from our sins 
and made us clean in your sight. 
Yet we still fail to love you 
and serve you as we should. 
Forgive us our sins 
and renew us by your grace, 
that we may continue to grow as members of Christ, 

in whom alone is our salvation. Amen.  
 

Words of Assurance 

God is slow to anger and full of compassion.  
He forgives all who humbly repent and turn to his Son Jesus Christ,  
in whom there is no condemnation.  
 

Prayer 
Informal time of prayer or you could use the prayers below: 

Our heavenly Father, grant us each day a peace that only you can give. Help us to not busy 
ourselves and so neglect you. We pray that our devotion to you would come out of our 
knowledge and confidence of what you have done for us, what you do for us, and what you 
will do for us. 
 

We thank you that you are the eternal God. We thank you there is no one like you. We 
thank you that you know all things, made all things, were before time, and that you set your 
hearts on making us a part of your kingdom. Help us to live one day at a time, knowing you 
are sovereign. 
 

Father, today we have heard a better story than the great Australian dream. You are better 
than what we can build and buy. Yet Father, we have all fallen for the dream of building a 
bigger, better home, or a better lifestyle. We do thank you that we live in a land that 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbkDXOQTeaM&t=31s


provides space for us to build or buy a house for our family. What a blessing that is! Thank 
you for backyards to kick a ball or for a dog to run around in, and for family gatherings, and 
cubby houses. But Father we have taken these things as a right and not a blessing. We have 
taken it to be the goal of life rather as a gift from you. Forgive us. Help us to help those 
around us who may not have that privilege for whatever reason. We especially pray for 
those who find it difficult to buy a house in our overpriced market, that those of us who do 
have houses don’t put pressure on them to aspire to our level as if it is the pinnacle of being 
adult. We ask that we will turn people to Christ, rather than finding short term security in 
things that break, get old or out of fashion.  
 

Lord, please help our church staff at this time who are working in a different fashion to 
what they are used to or even like. We pray for Jim and Vanessa. We thank you for their 
leadership and ask you will bless them with good time management and help them to love 
each other and their family well. Help Dan and Lily to work well together in ministry and as 
they raise their boys to know you. Thank you for Heidi, Rachel, and Wendy. Help them to 
work well through these different times and to see your hand over them. We also give you 
thanks for those who are working behind the scenes as volunteers to care for others – you 
know who they are – thank you Lord for each one of them. 
 

We pray all this is the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Optional Song 
Rejoice - Link 
 

Concluding Prayer 
Father, take us and use us to love and serve you 
and all people, in the power of your Spirit 
and in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7Qy1iXZU2g


What’s Happening: 

 

 

  

   

 Monday Prayer Meetings  
 

Join Zoom Meeting click here 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88536003808 

Meeting ID: 885 3600 3808 
 

Or by phone dial 8015 6011 
When asked for a Meeting ID, enter: 885 3600 3808# 

When asked for a participant ID, just press # 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88536003808
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88536003808


 

Saturday Prayer Meetings  
 

Join Zoom Meeting click here 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88432102716 

Meeting ID: 884 3210 2716 
 

Or by phone dial 8015 6011 
When asked for a Meeting ID, enter: 884 3210 2716# 

When asked for a participant ID, just press # 
 
 

You can let us know HERE 

    
 

Click HERE to sign up to our weekly electronic newsletter 

and keep up to date on what is happening!    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88432102716
http://narellananglican.org.au/contact-us/
http://eepurl.com/gTNvgv

