
Order of Service – Sunday 5 April 2020 
  

- This service is designed for use in a small group setting, so will function differently with only 1 or 2 
people. Feel free to adapt it to suit. 

- It will be helpful if one person leads the gathering, and introduces each section using the suggested 
words, or take turns! There are some things to say together as well (in bold). 

- You can access the songs and sermon by clicking on the links where they are found in the outline. 
  

This week there is an optional Lord’s Supper. There is a link to a video of Jim performing this part of the 
service. You can prepare your own bread and juice and share together at the appropriate time. 

 

 
  

Introduction 
We have come together as the church of God to fix our eyes upon Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter 

of faith, to encourage one another to hold fast to the hope he has given us, and to spur one 

another on to love and good deeds. 

God calls us to live lives to his glory, but we fail to honour and serve him as we should. Recognising 

our guilt and trusting in God’s mercy and grace, let us confess our sins together. 
 
   

Confession  
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have gone our own way, not loving you as we ought, 

not loving our neighbour as ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed 

and in what we have failed to do. 

We deserve your condemnation. Father, forgive us. 

Help us to love you and our neighbour, 

and to live for your honour and glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

Words of Assurance 

We rejoice that you pardon and forgive those who truly repent and trust in your Son. 

Deliver us from our sins, confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 

and keep us in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Psalm 105 says: 

“Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; proclaim his deeds among the peoples. Sing to him, sing 

praise to him; tell about all his wonderous works!” 

Let’s now sing together: 
  

Optional Song 
How Can It Be? -Link 
 

Optional Kid’s Song 
Super Saviour - Link 
 

Optional Kid’s Spot 
Colin Buchanan - Link 
 

Bible Readings 
The following, or another prayer may be said before the Bible readings 
 

Open our hearts to receive your word, that we may know you better and be thoroughly 

equipped for every good work, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

1 Kings 2:36-46 
 

36 Then the king summoned Shimei and said to him, “Build a house for yourself in 

Jerusalem and live there, but don’t leave there and go anywhere else. 37 On the day 

you do leave and cross the Kidron Valley, know for sure that you will certainly die. 

Your blood will be on your own head.” 

38 Shimei said to the king, “The sentence is fair; your servant will do as my lord the 

king has spoken.” And Shimei lived in Jerusalem for a long time. 

39 But then, at the end of three years, two of Shimei’s slaves ran away to Achish son of 

Maacah, king of Gath. Shimei was informed, “Look, your slaves are in Gath.” 40 So 

Shimei saddled his donkey and set out to Achish at Gath to search for his slaves. He 

went and brought them back from Gath. 

41 It was reported to Solomon that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath and had 

returned. 42 So the king summoned Shimei and said to him, “Didn’t I make you swear 

by the LORD and warn you, saying, ‘On the day you leave and go anywhere else, know 

for sure that you will certainly die’? And you said to me, ‘The sentence is fair; I will 

obey.’ 43 So why have you not kept the LORD’s oath and the command that I gave 

you?” 44 The king also said, “You yourself know all the evil that you did to my father 

David. Therefore, the LORD has brought back your evil on your head, 45 but King 

Solomon will be blessed, and David’s throne will remain established before 

the LORD forever.” 

46 Then the king commanded Benaiah son of Jehoiada, and he went out and struck 

Shimei down, and he died. So the kingdom was established in Solomon’s hand. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tu2uA6U4Fxg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TclGT1utHhE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CC3v2RwKLpM
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+2%3A36-46&version=CSB


1 Corinthians 14:1-12 
  

Pursue love and desire spiritual gifts, and especially that you may prophesy. 2 For the 

person who speaks in another tongue is not speaking to people but to God, since no 

one understands him; he speaks mysteries in the Spirit. 3 On the other hand, the 

person who prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, encouragement, and 

consolation. 4 The person who speaks in another tongue builds himself up, but the one 

who prophesies builds up the church. 5 I wish all of you spoke in other tongues, but 

even more that you prophesied. The person who prophesies is greater than the 

person who speaks in tongues, unless he interprets so that the church may be built 

up. 

6 So now, brothers and sisters, if I come to you speaking in other tongues, how will I 

benefit you unless I speak to you with a revelation or knowledge or prophecy or 

teaching? 7 Even lifeless instruments that produce sounds—whether flute or harp—if 

they don’t make a distinction in the notes, how will what is played on the flute or harp 

be recognized? 8 In fact, if the bugle makes an unclear sound, who will prepare for 

battle? 9 In the same way, unless you use your tongue for intelligible speech, how will 

what is spoken be known? For you will be speaking into the air. 10 There are doubtless 

many different kinds of languages in the world, none is without meaning. 11 Therefore, 

if I do not know the meaning of the language, I will be a foreigner to the speaker, and 

the speaker will be a foreigner to me. 12 So also you—since you are zealous for 

spiritual gifts,[f] seek to excel in building up the church. 

 
Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
The Christian Standard Bible. Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 

Creed 
In response to God’s word, let us affirm with Christians across the ages 

our confidence in the God who has spoken. 
 

With all Christians everywhere, 

we believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

The Father, who made everything,  

sent his Son Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. 

Jesus rose again as Lord of all, 

and will return in glory to judge and to save. 

God sent his Holy Spirit to live in us, 

that we might grow to be more like Jesus. Amen. 
 

Sermon  
Jim Douglass - 1 Corinthians 14 Video – may load slowly 

 

Optional time for discussion or reflection 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+14&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+14&version=CSB#fen-CSB-28674f
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Christian-Standard-Bible-CSB/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mQv2li_h8bkJFysKR86pkff6HM_bFNxR


Prayer 
Informal time of prayer or you could use the prayers below: 

 

Father God, we thank you for your never-ending goodness. We thank you that from before 
time you knew us. We thank you that despite our insecurities, our sinful desires, and our 
desire to put you down the list of our priorities, you continue to love us, forgive us, cleanse 
us and renew us. 

Lord, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy. Mercifully look down on 
us and lift us. Help us to walk in obedience. Help us to grab a hold of your promises and live 
by them daily.  

Gracious Lord, grant to our governments and all who serve in public life wisdom and skill, 
imagination and energy. Protect them from corruption and the temptation to serve 
themselves. We especially thank you for our system of government at this time, while not 
perfect, is working hard to ensure this nation’s long-term health, both physically and 
economically, through this difficult time. 

We thank you that our Prime Minister is a believer in you. Sustain him and give him a great 

confidence in your ability to carry him. 

Creator God, you made from one man all the nations and determined where each should 
live. We bring before you the indigenous people of Australia. We acknowledge the history 
that has damaged the relationship between them and later arrivals to this land. Thank you 
for the steps that have been taken on the journey towards reconciliation. Deepen this 
process among us. Guide national and community leaders to speak the truth in love, to 
seek justice with mercy and to care for those who are disadvantaged. Strengthen 
indigenous church leaders to shepherd your flock faithfully, and strengthen all indigenous 
Christians to be salt and light. We thank you for the work that Michael Duckett has done for 
many years at the Macarthur Indigenous Church. Give him a great love for your Word and 
your people, that he might lead with integrity and that many indigenous men and women 
will be called into your kingdom. 

Thank you, Lord, that many of us can meet via the internet. Thank you for technology. Help 
us to not give up meeting together. Help us to remember those who might have fallen 
through the cracks. Bless Jim and Dan as they minister in a very different landscape. Help 

them to be wise with their time and may they continue to draw others into your kingdom. 

We pray that this time might bring a revival Lord. We pray that this time might see people 
come around your word and call you Lord. We pray that people might go online and 
explore a church and come to know you. 

Lord be merciful through this time but draw the nations to you. 

We pray this in Jesus name, Amen. 

 

 

 



Optional Lord’s Supper Service 
You can prepare your own bread and juice and we will eat together. 
 

Video – may load slowly 
 

Prayer of Preparation  
We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, 

but in your boundless goodness and mercy. 

We are not even worthy to eat the crumbs under your table, 

but you are the same Lord, always rich in mercy. 

Enable us to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 

and to drink his blood, that we may be cleansed from sin 

and forever dwell with him, and he in us. Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving and Communion 
You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

to receive glory and honour and power, 

for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were created. 

Therefore, with all those gathered around your throne in heaven, 

we lift our voices to praise you, saying, 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, 

who was, and is, and is to come. 

 

We praise you especially for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who by his death on the cross and rising to new life 

offered the one true sacrifice for sin, 

and obtained eternal deliverance for his people. 

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 

to receive praise and honour, 

and glory and power, for ever and ever! 

 

…Therefore Father, we thank you for these gifts of bread and wine, 

and pray that we who eat and drink them, 

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, believing our Saviour’s word, 

may be partakers of his body and blood. 

To Jesus Christ who loves us 

and has freed us from our sins by his blood 

be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
Distribution of bread and juice. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1FetarEwIOQWpbQrhJOrIBvJ_H7ayLYSP


Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Optional Song 
Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone) - Link 
 

Concluding Prayer 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  

to live and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

 

Notices 
Sign up to our electronic newsletter and keep up to date on what is happening 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jbe7OruLk8I
http://eepurl.com/gTNvgv

