
Order of Service – Sunday 26 April 
 

- This service is designed for use in a small group setting, so will function differently with only 1 or 2 
people. Feel free to adapt it to suit. 

- It will be helpful if one person leads the gathering, and introduces each section using the suggested 
words, or take turns! There are some things to say together as well (in bold). 

- You can access the songs and sermon by clicking on the links where they are found in the outline. 
  
  

Introduction 
It is so great to be able to meet with God today as we hear from his word, and respond in 
praise, in confession and in prayer. In the midst of all our uncertainty and anxiety, we can 
know, as Psalm 46 says, that “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble.” And so even in a time of crisis we are able to praise our God for his goodness and 
remember the hope we have in the Lord Jesus. 
 
 

Optional Song 
Let Your Kingdom Come - Link 
 

Optional Kid’s Song 
1 2 3 4 5 Jesus Christ is Now Alive - Link 

 

Optional Kid’s Spot – Kid’s Activity Sheets are available here 
Colin Buchanan - Link 

 

Bible Readings 
The following, or another prayer may be said before the Bible readings 
 

Thank you for giving us your Word, the Bible. 

As we hear you speak to us today,  

open our ears to listen and our hearts to understand,  

so that we may continue to become more like Jesus, 

through whom we have everlasting life. Amen. 
 

1 Kings 3:16-28 
16 Then two women who were prostitutes came to the king and stood before 
him. 17 One woman said, “Please, my lord, this woman and I live in the same house, 

and I had a baby while she was in the house. 18 On the third day after I gave birth, she 

also had a baby and we were alone. No one else was with us in the house; just the 

two of us were there. 19 During the night this woman’s son died because she lay on 
him. 20 She got up in the middle of the night and took my son from my side while your 

servant was asleep. She laid him in her arms, and she put her dead son in my 

arms. 21 When I got up in the morning to nurse my son, I discovered he was dead. 

That morning, when I looked closely at him I realized that he was not the son I gave 

birth to.” 

22 “No,” the other woman said. “My son is the living one; your son is the dead one.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9kjMaYqhQnw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ECYn7r-Zbbg&feature=youtu.be
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1OajOPhYgJJRwkJdy4zCGxzvd8QMojx-1
https://youtu.be/yd-5pO1Cq1k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+3%3A16-28&version=CSB


The first woman said, “No, your son is the dead one; my son is the living one.” So 

they argued before the king. 

23 The king replied, “This woman says, ‘This is my son who is alive, and your son is 
dead,’ but that woman says, ‘No, your son is dead, and my son is alive.’” 24 The king 

continued, “Bring me a sword.” So they brought the sword to the king. 25 And the king 

said, “Cut the living boy in two and give half to one and half to the other.” 

26 The woman whose son was alive spoke to the king because she felt great 

compassion for her son. “My lord, give her the living baby,” she said, “but please 

don’t have him killed!” 

But the other one said, “He will not be mine or yours. Cut him in two!” 

27 The king responded, “Give the living baby to the first woman, and don’t kill him. She 

is his mother.” 28 All Israel heard about the judgment the king had given, and they 

stood in awe of the king because they saw that God’s wisdom was in him to carry out 

justice. 

 

Romans 8:18-30 

18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory that is going to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation eagerly waits with 

anticipation for God’s sons to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to 

futility—not willingly, but because of him who subjected it—in the hope 21 that the 

creation itself will also be set free from the bondage to decay into the glorious 

freedom of God’s children. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning 

together with labor pains until now. 23 Not only that, but we ourselves who have the 

Spirit as the firstfruits—we also groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24 Now in this hope we were saved, but 

hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he sees? 25 Now if we hope 

for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with patience. 

26 In the same way the Spirit also helps us in our weakness, because we do not know 

what to pray for as we should, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with 

inexpressible groanings. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the 

Spirit, because he intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

28 We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are 

called according to his purpose. 29 For those he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, so that he would be the firstborn among many 

brothers and sisters. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; and those he called, 

he also justified; and those he justified, he also glorified. 
  

Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 
The Christian Standard Bible. Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. 

 

Sermon  
Jim Douglass - Intro to guest speaker 

Ray Galea - Coronavirus & Christ 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A18-30&version=CSB
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/Christian-Standard-Bible-CSB/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1i6Suoxr7sdIpjvqdBhBxwTQIEZ0OsEOO
https://youtu.be/_vBEoSprcYc


Optional time for discussion or reflection 
 

Confession  

God is truly great, and he made everything very good, but we know from God’s word, and 
our experience, that the world and our lives are deeply broken. “The whole creation is 
groaning,” Romans 8:22 says, because of our rebellion against God. “All of us have sinned 
and fall short of God’s glory” it says in Romans 3:23. Therefore God calls us to confess 
our sins, to him and to one another, to turn away from our sin and turn to Christ to receive 
his mercy and grace. So, let’s pray this prayer of confession together: 
 

Heavenly Father, 

you have loved us with an everlasting love,  

but we have often gone our own way, 

and rejected your will for our lives. 

We are sorry for our sins and turn away from them. 

For the sake of your Son who died for us,  

forgive us, cleanse us, and change us. 

By your Holy Spirit, enable us to live for you, and to please you in every way, 

for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

Words of Assurance 

Psalm 103:11-12: “As high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is God’s love 

towards those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 

transgressions from us,” in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

Prayer 
Informal time of prayer or you could use the prayers below: 

In this time of rapid change, uncertain future and physical isolation from others, we take 
comfort in knowing that we can rest in you Lord, for you are in control of every situation 
and nothing is impossible with you. You calm every trouble, hear every cry. Comfort us as 
we look to you, no matter what storm is raging, no matter what changes we face in our day 
to day living. We pray for those who are alone and for those self-isolating, comfort those 
who feel anxious or suffer from mental health issues. Provide for those who have lost their 
employment and those who have an uncertain financial future. Help us Lord, to love one 
another and to serve with willing hearts, to be bold in proclaiming the gospel to those 
around us. In you we have hope and the assurance of salvation, through Jesus Christ, your 
only Son, our Lord. 
 

As we remember those fallen on ANZAC Day, we thank you for their supreme sacrifice as 
they bravely gave their lives to give us freedom. Thank you too Lord, for those who are 
serving in the defense and police forces, the fire brigades and ambulance services. 
 

 
At this time, with COVID-19, we seek your protection and blessing over the brave men 



and women who selflessly care for those in hospitals and nursing homes, for doctors, 
nurses and staff. Give them courage and protection as they face all kinds of danger, putting 
their own lives at risk to protect others. Give wisdom to those professionals who work 
tirelessly toward development of a vaccine and guide them in their work, for the benefit of 
all people. 
 

Thank you for FOCUS Military Ministries, and for Pete Ritchie and his team as they seek to 
proclaim the Gospel to every person who joins the Australian Defence Force. Guide the 
team as they try to connect with trainees online and prepare their hearts to respond to 
invitations to join online Bible studies, to be cared for and loved during their time in 
lockdown. 
 

Father, make us a just society where the rights of all are acknowledged and upheld, where 
those who are oppressed are made free and where corruption has no place. Give 
Governments, social institutions and companies, the desire to act for the good of all. 
Empower Christians to model the values of your kingdom in all their relationships. Hasten 
the day when Jesus will return to establish justice and your eternal reign for the glory of 
your Holy name. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Optional Song 
Behold Our God - Link 
 

Concluding Prayer 
May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give us the same attitude of mind 

toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice we may 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Romans 15:5-6) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gqrli3Lkf58


What’s Happening: 
 

   

There are so many ways we can care for one another at this time 

make a meal, send a card or email, pick up groceries or scripts,  

pray with someone, deliver goodies, catch up on Zoom…  

If you would like to help share some joy please fill in the form here 

 

  
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejeo8KUJhcAx0S28WyGzMr7Sm7wc2-VSLMAfWRp5Omxznt3w/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:office@narellananglican.org.au


 

 
All Training Week sessions are running via Zoom.  

If you would like more information on how to install and use Zoom you can watch a 

step-by-step video here - for an Android device or Windows PC 

 
   

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KlMBKfuMsO_qKEYRhbLWwNezaYlBqPDX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/158M_H3CDEQtSGkIscxDrFYZqkRB6BLJ5/view


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Comments? Questions? Feedback? 

You can let us know HERE 

   
 

Click HERE to sign up to our electronic newsletter 

and keep up to date on what is happening!        

 

http://narellananglican.org.au/contact-us/
http://eepurl.com/gTNvgv

