
 

 

 

 

  

Women’s EQUIP Conference 
EQUIP is a conference for ALL women - 
whether you’ve been a Christian for ages, or 
are just checking it out. This years’ conference 
continues looking at 1 Corinthians, focusing on 
chapter 13 - In the Spirit of Love. It is on 

Saturday 22 June 
9.30am - 3pm (tea & coffee from 9am) 

We will again be live streaming the conference. 
Tickets are $30 and include your live stream 
pass, convention booklet, morning tea and 
lunch. Sign up on the back table or online at 
narellananglican.org.au/equip19 

 
CMS Lasting Hope Appeal 
Throughout June, CMS run their ‘Lasting Hope’ 
Appeal. The money raised helps support their 
missionaries currently in the field, as well as 
raise up new workers for the harvest field. 
Jim and Tanja French are our link missionaries, 
serving and supporting the training of 
Christians through the MOCLAM Bible courses 
in Spain. Their children (Evie & Silas) attend the 
local primary school. They are all learning the 
Valencian and Spanish language and culture. 
We will be hearing more about CMS and the 
work they do, along with having the 
opportunity to donate to their ‘Lasting Hope’ 
Appeal in our church services next week. 
Alternatively, you can give now at 
lastinghope.cms.org.au 

 
Church Camp 
Our church camp has been booked in for  

Friday 16 - Sunday 18 August 
‘The Tops’ Convention Centre, Stanwell Tops 

This is a weekend away for the whole church 
family to enjoy. We will also be celebrating our 
annual ‘Thanksgiving Dinner’ on the Saturday 
night. The full weekend rates are: 

Adults - (School Year 7 & over) $160 
Children - (Kinder - Year 6) $140 

Preschoolers - (3 years old & over) $46 
Infants - (Under 3 years old) FREE 

A half day rate will also be available for those 
wishing to come on Saturday only. More 
information & registration details coming soon. 

The Compassion of God (Jonah) 
 
 
A reluctant prophet (Jonah 1-2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The people believed God (Jonah 3) 
 
 
 
 
The anger of Jonah and the compassion of God (Jonah 4) 

How to grow a church 
During the last week I spent three days at 
the Wollongong Region Clergy Conference.  
During that conference we looked at data 
from the National Church Life Survey, which 
gave us the following gems. 
 

Churches are more likely to grow when 
people invite others to join them 
 

That’s no surprise is it!  Surveys of Aussies 
suggest that about 10% of unchurched 
Australians would attend church if they 
were invited, and that jumps to 24% for 
people who used to attend church.  There 
are people who would gladly join us if we 
invited them. 
 

People who read the Bible and pray daily 
are more likely to invite someone to church 
 

Again, no surprise.  Disciples of Jesus are 
more likely to make disciples.  They are 
much more likely to give financially to 
church and other causes, memorise 
Scripture, share their faith and disciple 
others.  They are much less likely to drink to 
excess, view pornography, have sex outside 
of marriage, gamble, or lash out in anger. 
 

Church growth rates matches the hours the 
senior minister spends in private devotion. 
 

The temptation in any busy role is to get on 
with it.  Yet the most important work I do 
each day is submission to God’s word, 
prayer, and memorising Scripture. 
 

Our church vision is for 1% of our parish to 
be disciples of Jesus Christ.  Please commit 
yourself to daily reading of Scripture and 
prayer.  It continues to be the most reliable 
way to grow disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 

- Jim Douglass 

Dates to Remember  
June 16 CMS Lasting Hope Appeal 2019 
June 17 Parish Council Meeting 
June 22 Women’s Equip LiveStream 
June 24 Dinner & Prayer 
Aug 16-18 Church Camp @ Stanwell Tops 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us both a 
sacrifice for sin and also an example of godly life. Give us grace 
that we may always thankfully receive the benefits of his 
sacrifice, and daily endeavour to follow the blessed steps of his 
most holy life, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Almighty God, the protector of all who trust in you, without 
whom nothing is strong and nothing is holy. Increase and multiply 
upon us your mercy, that, with you as our ruler and guide, we 
may so pass through things temporal and not lose things eternal. 
 

Eternal God, shepherd of your people, we feel the fleeting 
passage of life, and know how fragile our existence is on this tiny 
planet. We confess with the prophet Isaiah: ‘All flesh is grass, and 
all its glory is like the flowers of the field. The grass withers and 
the flowers fall …’ Yet we also confess: ‘The word of our God 
stands forever.’ Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a 
heart of wisdom. In our human frailty we look to you, for you 
alone can comfort and sustain us. Hear our cries to you, our 
loving Father, and lead us all, as pilgrims, through the darkest 
valley into the light of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   
 

Creator God, you made from one man all nations and determined 
where each should live. We bring before you the indigenous 
people of Australia. We acknowledge the history that has 
damaged the relationship between them and later arrivals to this 
land. Thank you for the steps that have been taken on the 
journey towards reconciliation. Deepen this process among us. 
Guide national and community leaders to speak the truth in love, 
to seek justice with mercy and to care for those who are 
disadvantaged. Strengthen indigenous church leaders, especially 
Pastor Michael Duckett, to shepherd your flock faithfully, and 
strengthen all indigenous Christians to be salt and light in their 
communities and in the whole nation. Give indigenous and non-
indigenous believers grace to demonstrate the new family you 
are making in Christ out of people from every nation, tribe, 
language and people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Gracious God, we do live in a broken world where relationships 
break, whether by death or separation. Broken relationships 
include broken dreams, so we pray for these families that they 
may rest in the hope of the new creation. Give parents wisdom as 
they make arrangements for children and their care. Protect the 
hearts of those hurting from bitterness and anger, and allow your 
Spirit to work in them to bring forgiveness and harmony. Amen. 
 

2 June 2019 
 

Hebrews 6:1-12 
 

Jonah 1 
  

 

Growth Groups 
Various times - see church 
noticeboard for details 
 
Playgroup Plus 
Thursday 10am - 12pm 
 

Narellan Kids’ Club 
(Years K - 5) 
Friday 4:30 - 6pm 
 

Narellan Youth  
(Years 6 - 12) 
Friday 7 - 9pm 
 

Morning Prayer Group 
Friday 6-6:45am 
 

Prayer Chain 
Wendy Philpott 
prayer@narellananglican.org.au 

Jonah 4:11 
 

“But may I not care about the great city of Nineveh,  
which has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people  

who cannot distinguish between their right and their left,  
as well as many animals?” 

Welcome! 
 

We meet together to hear God address us through his word, 
to be transformed by that word, to thank and praise God 

and to encourage one another as disciples of Jesus. 
 

Jim Douglass 
Senior Minister  
0417 042 493 
jim@narellananglican.org.au 

 
 

Office Hours 
Monday   9am - 3pm 
Tuesday   9am - 2.30pm 
Friday       9am - 3pm 
 

(02) 4647 2195 
 
 
 


